THE FIRST PRIVATE PRESSES

PARIS had the first French press, in 1470, but this
differed from all of those already mentioned in that
it was a private establishment and not an ordinary
commercial venture. The rector and the librarian of
the Sorbonne, with help from a wealthy ecclesiasti-
cal patron, hired three workmen from Basle to print
texts for their students, for which the latter pre-
sumably paid, as well as other books which they
wished to distribute to their friends. The librarian,
Guillaume Fichet, wrote personal letters to accom-
pany the presentation copies, and had them printed
to go with the books. In one of these, dated New
Year's Day, 1471, he mentioned the fact that the
new art had been discovered by Gutenberg; this
was the first time that the name of the inventor is
known to have appeared in type.

The Orations of Cardinal Bessario is the most in-
teresting book that came from the Sorbonne press.
It was an appeal for peace among the Christian
nations, in order that they might unite in opposing
the Mussulman power. A copy of this book, richly
illuminated and accompanied by a printed personal
letter urging the cause for which it was issued, was
sent to each European ruler and to many influential
dignitaries. It took about a year to prepare these
and dispatch them on their mission. Fichet's copies
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